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ABSTRACT
Written expression of thoughts, feelings, experiences and observations in Arabic is a problem
for students at the Tamhidi Center at Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia because some of them
cannot describe things accurately and choose appropriate words, gather their ideas and connect
them in a way that is right This study aims to find out the effect of using semantic mapping
strategies on the development of students’ written expression skills and to find out the students'
actions after applying semantic maps in their writing. This study uses an evaluation approach,
where the researcher carefully observes the students' answers to written exercises before using
the semantic map, evaluating and describing it. Then, the researchers also evaluate the students'
writing after using the semantic map. This study reached several findings and the most
important of them are: The use of semantic maps helps them enrich new vocabulary and
organize main and additional ideas, in addition to forming simple and long sentences. Through
this study, teachers will get new ideas on how to improve students' ability in written expression
and will convey useful information for future research from the analysis presented in this study.
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